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Proposal type Details

This proposal is machinery in nature and consequential to Austroads
making changes to the Recognised Country Scheme (RCS). The RCS has
been in place in Australia for nearly 20 years, providing a streamlined
conversion process for car and motorcycle licence holders from certain
countries that have similarly rigorous licensing frameworks to Australia. The
scheme is administered by Austroads. Previously, there were two distinct
administrative arrangements under the RCS:

- recognised country

- experienced driver recognition country (EDRC)

In October 2024, Austroads launched a revised RCS. As part of the
changes to the scheme, the EDRC arrangements were retired from 1 May
2025.

Under the EDRC arrangements, a person who held, or had held in the last
5 years, a driver licence from one of the relevant countries that corresponds
with a class C, RE or R licence, was not required to pass a road rules test

. . ] or practical driving test to obtain a Queensland driver licence, provided they
Minor and machinery in | were at least 25 years old. Applicants were also not required to hold a
nature competency declaration to transfer to a Queensland RE learner licence, RE
licence or R licence.

As part of the revision to the RCS, the EDRC arrangements were
discontinued by Austroads from 1 May 2025. The change was
administratively implemented in Queensland on 29 November 2025.

There are 16 EDRCs that account for approximately 5 per cent of overseas
licence transfers in Queensland (note: not all of these transfers necessarily
rely on the EDRC arrangements — for example, if the licence holder is
under the age of 25).

The sixteen EDRC countries are:

Bulgaria Poland
Cyprus South Korea
Czech Republic Romania
Estonia Serbia
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